ON COVER -The Windom Shale (Middle Devonian) -Middlesex Shale (Upper Devonian) succession exposed along the Lake Erie shoreline at the mouth of Pike Creek near Hamburg, New York. The light gray shale in the bottom third of the exposure is the Windom Shale. The darker unit comprising the center of the outcrop is the Upper Devonian West River Shale, which is overlain by the organic-rich (total organic carbon > 5%) Middlesex Shale. A shallow-water, wave-worked arenaceous carbonate that separates the Windom Shale from the West River Shale, the ~ 25-cm-thick Genundewa Limestone, records a sharp rise in base level that culminated in a maximum flooding surface in the upper half of the Middlesex Shale. Photo by Gary Lash.
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